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correspondence with the latter which lasted for several
months. Then she made her way to Tours where she
offered to the nuns her whole fortune to assure the
foundation of the convent of Ursulines at Quebec.

Thus, on the 4th of May, 1639, a little ship set sail
from Dieppe having on board the three Sisters sent by
the Duchesse d'Aiguillon, and three Ursulines of whom
Marie de ITncarnation was one, accompanied by their
protectress, Madame de La Peltrie. Three months
later the cannon of Fort St. Louis informed the two
hundred and fifty-odd colonists of the trading post of
Quebec of the arrival of the first nuns come from
France to Canada. It was an event beyond belief
which Father Le Jeune related in these terms: "When
we were informed that a boat was about to dock at
Quebec, bearing a college of Jesuits, a number of
nursing Sisters, and a convent of Ursulines, the first
news seemed to us like a dream, but when we made our
way down to the river bank we discovered that it was
the truth."6

Landing on the soil of their new country, the nuns
immediately fell on their knees. "The first thing that
we did," Marie de ITncarnation wrote, "was to kiss the
land to which we had come to consecrate our lives to
the service of God and our poor Indians." From the
very first day they were at work. While awaiting the
construction of the Hotel Dieu, the first hospital
established north of Mexico, the Sisters of Mercy
occupied a small house put at their disposal by the
Company of the Hundred Associates. Immediately
they were "overwhelmed by sick people." The furni-
ture was of the scantiest. The nuns had to borrow
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